Geriatric medicine: a multidisciplinary training and education model in an acute care medical center.
A description of a comprehensive multidisciplinary education and training program in geriatrics in an acute care hospital is presented. A brief review of the history of medical education in geriatrics is examined, and the need for and potential of a hospital-based training program is discussed. The methods used in implementing an education program that attracts house staff physicians and other health professionals are described. The program incorporates the application of a multidisciplinary team model of patient assessment and treatment, which is augmented by clinical bedside teaching and a broad-based educational program. Using hospital-wide faculty, the program includes a geriatrics/gerontology lecture series incorporating presentations on the biopsychosocial aspects of aging and a diversity of subjects relevant to aging. Other programs such as weekly house staff topic sessions on aging, interdisciplinary research seminars, orientations, and special symposia are all part of the education program.